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E D U C A T I O N  
 

07/2015 - 07/2017    Post-doctoral Research Training Certificate Program  

   Harvard Medical School, Division of Sleep Medicine 
 

09/2008 - 01/2014 Ph.D.            

University of Massachusetts Amherst  

Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences 

Advisor: Rebecca Spencer, Ph.D.     
 

09/2005 - 02/2008      M.A.  

Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey, Department of Psychology  
  

09/2000 - 05/2004 B.A., with high honors  

Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey, Department of Psychology    

        

P R O F E S S I O N A L  A P P O I N T M E N T S  
 

08/2020 – present       Assistant Professor, Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences, University of Iowa 

08/2020 – present       Research Staff in Psychiatry, Massachusetts General Hospital 

07/2019 – 08/2020 Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School / Massachusetts General 

Hospital 

07/2017 – 07/2019  Instructor in Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School / Massachusetts General Hospital             

01/2014 – 07/2017 Postdoctoral Fellow, Harvard Medical School / Massachusetts General Hospital  
             

R E S E A R C H  S U P P O R T  
 

01/2024 – 06/2025 Williams-Cannon Faculty Fellowship  

  Baran, PI ($47,500) 

Iowa Neuroscience Institute 

08/2023 – 10/2024  Scanlan Center for School Mental Health Research Award 

  Baran, PI ($45,000) 

 Sleep quality, circadian rhythmicity and mental health in adolescence and young 

adulthood 
 

02/2023 – 02/2024 Nellie Ball Trust Research Fund 

  Baran, Co-PI ($25,000) 

  The Neural Correlates of Sleep Oscillation Deficits in Psychotic Disorders 
 

07/2022 – 07/2025 Carver Trust and Iowa Neuroscience Institute 

  Baran, Co-PI ($600,000) 

  Research Program of Excellence in Schizophrenia  
 

07/2022 – 07/2025 Carver Trust and Iowa Neuroscience Institute 

  Baran, Co-I ($600,000) 

  Research Program of Excellence in Neuroplasticity  
 

7/2022 – 6/2033 Old Gold Summer Fellowship, University of Iowa 

Baran, PI ($6,000) 

Elucidating the role of the Thalamic Reticular Nucleus Circuitry in Genetic 

mailto:bengi-baran@uiowa.edu
https://baran.lab.uiowa.edu/


Risk for Neurodevelopmental Disorders 
 

6/2022 – 5/2020 Ideas Lab, University of Iowa Research Development Office 

Baran, PI ($75,000) 

Sleep and Mental Health in Development 
 

04/2018- 06/2023 K01 MH114012-01A1 

        Mentored Research Scientist Career Development Award 

  Baran, PI ($770,823) 

  The Role of Thalamic Circuitry Dysfunction in Cognitive Deficits in 

Schizophrenia: Wake and Sleep 
 

06/2015- 06/2017 5T32HL007901-17  

NIH Postdoctoral Fellowship, Harvard Medical School, Division of Sleep Medicine 
 

07/01/14-06/30/15 Fund for Medical Discovery Clinical Fellowship Award  

MGH/Harvard Medical School Executive Committee on Research 
 

A W A R D S  &  H O N O R S  
 

2022  Old Gold Summer Fellowship, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, University of Iowa 

2021  Travel Award, American College of Neuropsychopharmacology 

2019  UC Davis/SDSU ERP Bootcamp Travel Award 

2019  Research Career Development Institute for Psychiatry (CDI), Class of 2019 

2019  Domestic Travel Fellowship Award, Society of Biological Psychiatry 

2017  Young Investigator Award, International Congress on Schizophrenia Research 

2013  Graduate School Dissertation Research Award, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

2013   The UCLA Advanced Neuroimaging Summer Program Travel Award  

2013             Sleep Research Society Abstract Meritorious Award     

2012             Sleep Research Society Trainee Award       

2012             Wisconsin Symposium on Emotion Travel Award     
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S E R V I C E  
 

Profession 

2021 National Science Foundation Reviewer 

2021 Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) Grant Reviewer 

2020 – 2022  Program Committee, Annual Meeting of the Society of Biological Psychiatry 
 

 

Ad-Hoc Reviewer: Autism Research; Biological Psychiatry; BMC Psychiatry; Cognition; Cognitive, Affective, 

and Behavioral Neuroscience; Journal of Abnormal Psychology; Journal of Cognitive Psychology; Journal of 

Child Psychology and Psychiatry; Journal of Experimental Psychology: General Journal of Medical 

Psychology; Journal of Psychiatric Research; Neuropsychologia; Neuropsychopharmacology; NeuroReport; 

PlosOne; Schizophrenia Research; SLEEP; Sleep Advances; Sleep Medicine Reviews; Star Protocols; 

Translational Issues in Psychological Science  

 
 

University of Iowa 

Department 

2025 - Present Brain Behavior Interface Program,  

Chair - Recruitment and Admissions Committee 

Member - Executive Committee 

2021 - 2025 Research Participant (SONA) Committee 

2021 - 2022 Brain Behavior Interface Program, Seminar Committee 
 

College 

2021 - 2024 Faculty Assembly, elected member 
 

University 

2023 - Present Iowa Neuroscience Institute, Seminar Committee 

2021- Present Interdisciplinary Program in Neuroscience, Awards Committee 

 

Harvard Medical School 
 

2018 - 2020 Joint Committee on the Status of Women, Career Advancement Committee 

  


